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Event Name:   OLIVE JAPAN® 2017 （”オリーブジャパンⓇ２０１７“）

Activities:

Main Theme:    “OLIVE BUSINESS MEETS CONSUMERS”

Key Event Schedule:

April 19-21, 2017 Olive Oil Competition – Courtyard Marriott Ginza Tokyo Hotel

April 22, 2017 International Technical Seminar – Courtyard Marriott Ginza Tokyo Hotel

July 7-8, 2017 International Olive Marche – Futako Tamagawa RISE Shopping Center

Organizing Body: The Olive Oil Sommelier Association of JAPAN (“OSAJ”)

Exhibitors: 60 Companies and Associations from Japan and Abroad
Kobayashi Kei– Monterosa / Oleoestepa, GRANCHER– Castillo de Canena / O-med /
Oliva Sicura, OKAYASU FARMA, IMAI– GOYA, Kando Olive Oil by Amuse– El Dorado /
Dievole / Il Molino / Frantoio Grove, Venus 8– POPSO, Aono Dia, 74 cabottle– LUCERO,
Fresh and Fresh Japan– Seka Hill / Chasewater / Triple Play, Olival– MELGAREJO,
INTINI, REINA- Oro del Desierto, GO PREMIER – Vieiru/ Podere Grassi / Tenuta Sant'Ilario,
M&m olive 63– SUPREMO / Oleicola Jaen, Sun Olive, OLIVINO la cocina-Nobleza del Sur,
Olive Beef, Amakusa Olive AVILO, Oishii Croatia- OLEA BB / OPG Chiavalon,
Papa’s Grove, The Green Gold, Embassy of Tunisia- OLIVINA, Yamanaka Oil Shop- ENZO,
PISTONE, Shodoshima Town / Shodoshima Olive Association, Extra Virgin Alliance,
Mas de Flandi, Camomile Club- Palacio de los olivos/Casitas de Hualdo, TOYO Olive,
Kozato- Camilo Enterprises, O Liv Japan- Telegraph Hill / Caseria del Virgen, COOC –
California Pavillon, Traders Market- Oro Bailen, Oppulence- Profumi, Cosmo di Russo,
Cinagro- Zottopera, Triple Play Olive Oil, OSAJ

Supported by:
Economic and Commercial Office/Embassy of Spain, Embassy of Italy Trade Promotion
Section, Embassy of Greece, Embassy of Tunisia, Embassy of Croatia, Embassy of
Portugal, Embassy of Turkey, Embassy of Argentine, Marketing Office of Embassy of
Australia, Embassy of USA – ATO, Australian Olive Association, Extra Virgin Alliance
(EVA), American Oil Chemists Society (AOCS), California Olive Oil Council (COOC),
California Olive Committee, Shodoshima Olive Association, Shodoshima Town, Amakusa
City, Kagawa Prefecture, Kumamoto Prefecture, JA Kagoshima Keizairen

Marche Attendants: 180,000 people

Official Brochure (A4/ 4p color 25,000 copies) 
Official Posters (B1 size/full color 300 copies)

Brochures and Posters distributed at the Venue, 
and 12 Tokyu Supermarket stores

http://OliveJapan.com/
http://www.facebook.com/olivejapan

1, International Extra Virgin Olive Oil Competition
2, Open-air world market of products / events “OLIVE MARCHE” for competition winners

3,  International Technical Seminar of Sensory Analysis

4,  International Olive Oil SommelierⓇ Concours

5, Productive Seminars for consumers and traders

6,  Olive Oil Producers meeting with Japanese distributors

7,  Olive Oil Tasting Seminars for consumers and traders

8,  Music Live Sessions

2017 Outlines
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OLIVE JAPAN® is an International Extra Virgin Olive Oil

Competition with a comprehensive open-air Tradeshow (“Olive

Marche”) event that brings olive producers and their products

together with consumers. This is the most effective opportunity for

producers to contact and meet wi th the most health

consciousness Japanese consumers at the Tradeshow venue.

While the Tradeshow (“Olive Marche”) holds many opportunities

for professionals, it is mainly focused on consumers. This is the

defining character of the event, and the key distinctive feature of

OLIVE JAPAN® from other major Competitions and Tradeshows.

The Venue, Futako Tamagawa is up-scale, but enjoys proximity to

major parks and the Tama River with its broad, wide-open banks.

For a Tokyo suburb, the area also has a high percentage of green

spaces such as smaller parks and tree-lined avenues.

Because it is an aspirational area, it is the perfect place to host an

event that brings olives to the Japanese urban life style, and saw

great success at the launch in 2012.

Our objective is to communicate the potential of the Japanese

market to international businesses and support promotional

activities to help these businesses expand their presence in

Japan through our programs.

We partner with area businesses in our development work at

OLIVE JAPAN® making it an annual event that is grow with the

community.

i.e. “Olive Marche” will be renamed as “OLIVE JAPAN SHOW” from 2018.

KEY CONCEPTS
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OLIVE JAPAN® International Extra Virgin Olive Oil 
Competition

supports quality producers by identifying top attributes in key

categories and supports consumers by identifying authentic

extra virgin olive oil. 

Having the competition prior to the marché sets the scene for

strong marketing programs and productive promotional efforts.

OLIVE JAPAN® Marché Trade Show (will be renamed 
as “OLIVE JAPAN® SHOW from 2018)

is developed for both professionals and consumers providing

direct access for olive oil producers to influential Japanese olive

oil and food business executives, food bloggers, and individual

well traveled, aspirational high net worth consumers. 

Competition-Win Producers who are looking for distribution have

the opportunity to meet buyers or establish relationships.

Producers who have already established a business relationship

with an importer/distributor in Japan can sell directly at the

venue.

OLIVE JAPAN® Seminars / Talk Show

promote education and about and appreciation of olives, olive

oil and olive oil culture. The venue, located in a wealthy suburb of

Tokyo, draws high net worth individuals who are a key part of the

contemporary Japanese culinary, restaurant and retail business

scene.

BENEFITS
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Advertisement Program   - Stage Screen, Official Brochure, Sign Boards

4

OLIVE JAPAN® provides the most effective key to access the market 

Product Quality Certificates   - Olive Oil Competition Awards

Consumer Direct Access   - Marche Exhibits/Publicity Program on Yearbook

National / Regional Pavilion – e.g. California State / USA

For your Advertising, please ask the Organizer !

FOR YOUR OLIVE OIL PROMOTION
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1st Official Yearbook published in 2016 2nd Yearbook in 2017

Now 
Printing !

3rd Yearbook titled 
“You should 

choose your olive 
oil from here !” 
will publish in 
March 2018

In order to promote the real “quality” of olive oil, the Olive Oil

Sommelier Association of Japan(OSAJ), an organizer of OLIVE

JAPAN® developed 2 key strategic policies in 2017.

1, Marche Trade Show moved to be held in July for ONLY the   

competition winners could make exhibit.

2, Three books published, including, OLIVE JAPAN® Official 

Yearbook, which will be published annually.

OLIVE JAPAN® Chairman, Toshiya Tada wrote 

a book titled “Your Olive Oil maybe Fake…”  

This sensational titled book philosophy is almost 

same as Tom Mueller’s “Extra Virginity”.  

Chairman Tada mentioned as his intention to 

recall people about the real quality of olive oil.

After publishing above T. TADA’s book, OSAJ, 

an organizer of OLIVE JAPAN® published its 

first yearbook.

This unique book provide real choice and food 

pairing suggestions for consumers.

Next OLIVE JAPAN® Yearbook will be issued in 

March 2018 !!

Publicity Program on YEARBOOK  

launched in 2018 for your promotion !

NEW DEVELOPMENTS in 2017
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This is the largest international competition in Asia for extra virgin olive oil. A total

of 611 Entries from around the world and over 21 nations were judged by 24

skilled tasters, according to completely blind test methods and standards

adopted by the International Olive Council. 

These tasters, who were participating by invitation from both overseas and within 

Japan, including Spain, Italy, Greece, England, Germany, Tunisia, Morocco, Turkey, 

Australia, New Zealand, Argentine, Chile, and the United States, awarded 13 

PREMIER, 192 GOLD, and 206 SILVER awards. 

The awards was presented by the Olive Ambassador at the Award Ceremony on the

Stage of the “OLIVE MARCHE”. The Winners were announced via press release

immediately after the competition as well as listed on the website of OLIVE JAPAN®.

In addition, detailed reviews by the tasters for each entry were provided to the

producers, which was the first service for these international competition.

Entries from: Argentine, Australia, Chile, Croatia, France, Greece, Israel, Italy, Japan, Lebanon,
Montenegro, Morocco, New Zealand, Portugal, Spain, Slovenia, South Africa,
Tunisia, Turkey, USA, and Uruguay.

Entry Fee: 19,440 JP Yen or EUR180.00, or US$200.00 per entry

Judges: Spain Agusti Romero, Enrique Garcia Tenorio

Italy Duccio Morozzo, Francesca Rocchi, Luciana Squadrilli

Greece Polychronopoulos Lykourgos

England Johnny Madge

Germany Richard Wolny

Turkey Dilsen Oktay

Tunisia Mariem Gharsallaoui

Morocco Abderraouf El Antari

Australia Isabelle Okis, Trudie Michels

New Zealand     Margaret Edwards

USA Alexandra Kicenik Devarenne, Deborah Rogers, Nancy Lilly

Argentine Maria Elina Buffa

Chile Maria Luz Hurtado

Japan Sekiyo Mizuno, Nako Umekita, Keiko Naoi, Yoshihisa Inage, 

Takeyasu Kubota

24 skilled judges from 14 countries

INTERNATIONAL OLIVE OIL COMPETITION
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COMPETITION RESULTS SUMMARY
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OLIVE JAPAN® organizer, the Olive Oil Sommelier Association of

JAPAN (“OSAJ”) organizes school program to educate consumers,

traders and distributors. “Olive Oil SommelierⓇ” degree is provided

those who graduated such school program, who trained not only the

sensory analysis, but also olive oil history, olive cultivation and

growing technique, processing olive oil, and academic research of

the health promotion effect through the entire course program.

Olive Oil SommelierⓇ Concours winners are selected from Olive Oil

SommelierⓇ contestants.

This is the first international Olive Oil SommelierⓇ Concours to be 

held in the world.   “Olive Oil SommelierⓇ ” is an authorized 

trademark owned by the Olive Oil Sommelier Association of JAPAN 

(“OSAJ”), 

and officially registered by Japanese government.

OLIVE OIL SOMMELIER® CONCOURS
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The PREMIER, GOLD, and SILVER awards of OLIVE JAPAN® International

Olive Oil Competition were presented by the Olive Ambassador at the Award

Ceremony on the Stage of the “OLIVE MARCHE”. In addition, the Winners

were announced via press release immediately after the competition as well

as listed on the website of OLIVE JAPAN®.

Award Presenting Ceremony at the Marche Main Venue

Presenter - “Olive Ambassador” Ms. Yuka Itaya

Exhibitors who were also Competition Winners received their award

certificates at the venue to put at their stands, which helped their marketing

quite effectively.

What is an “OLIVE AMBASSADOR” ?

Famous Actress Ms. Yuka Itaya was appointed

as the OLIVE AMBASSADOR 2017.    

She is a celebrity who enjoys the benefits of olives in

health and beauty and is our sixth official Olive

Ambassador. As Olive Ambassador she shared

personal tips in on-stage interviews, participated in

press events, and was a presenter at the awards

ceremony for the International Olive Oil Competition.

2012 Ambassador : Junichi Ishida, actor, 

2013/14 Ambassador : Karen Michibata, model 

2015 Ambassador : Akira Hokuto, actress

2016 Ambassador : Ahn Mika, model 

AWARD HELPS MARKETING
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Olive Oil Bar®

Stage Seminar Time Slots were Sold for promotional program
by producers and distributors.

There were also stage events, such as talk shows, product seminars, 

“Tasting Trail” with Olive Oil Sommeliers, olive oil cooking demonstration 

by famous chef, along with the olive oil life as a new standard for a quality 

life.

The “OLIVE OIL BARⓇ” provided tasting 

opportunity of all 411 awarded olive oils.

This is “Member’s Only” area for OSAJ 

Sommelier members.

STAGE EVENT and SEMINAR
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In order to announce the Event and Competition, various

“Media Mix” strategy was conducted. Paid-publicities on

the major industrial magazines, newspapers and official

brochures/posters distributed around the venue and

exhibitors spots.

On TV, the key broadcasting center NTV introduced in its

morning show and other major broadcasting station also

had a special program focused on OLIVE JAPAN®

competition.

2012 Turnout:  over   50,000 people over 2-day Period

2013 Turnout:  over 150,000 people over 2-day Period

2014 Turnout:  over 170,000 people over 2-day Period

2015 Turnout:  over 180,000 people over 2-day Period

2016 Turnout:  over 200,000 people over 2-day period

2017 Turnout : over 180,000 people over 2-day Period

Official Brochure (A4 4p/full color 25,000 copies distributed) 
Official Posters (B1 size/full color 300 copies distributed)

Brochures and Posters displayed/distributed at the Venue, 12 Tokyu Supermarket stores, and 
each exhibitors locations          

Over 180,000 people visited !!

PR MOBILIZATION
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In addition to coverage in Japan, OLIVE JAPAN® reaches 

media in the US, Spain, Italy, Greece and elsewhere in

the Olive Oil world.

MEDIA COVERAGE
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OLIVE JAPAN® 2017 Winners List
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OLIVE JAPAN® 2017 Winners List
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OLIVE JAPAN® 2017 Winners List
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OLIVE JAPAN® 2017 Winners List
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Association Name ： The Olive Oil Sommelier Association of JAPAN (OSAJ)

Established ： January 1st, 2005 /  Founded :   July 1st, 2009 

Capital ： Trust Fund pooled by Founders and Associates

Address ： 3-4-1, Kyobashi, Chuo-ku, TOKYO 104-0031, JAPAN

FAX  +81 (0) 3－3272－8755 /  info@oliveoil.or.jp

Chairman ： Toshiya Tada （a member of JOCS）

Directors ： Tomomi Endo, Toshiyuki Tada

Association Members： approx. 1,600名 （as of December, 2017)

14  Olive Oil Master Sommeliers

600  Olive Oil SommeliersⓇ

1,600 Junior Olive Oil Sommeliers

*OSAJ is the LARGEST olive oil professional association in JAPAN

Web： http://www.oliveoil.or.jp contact： info@oliveoil.or.jp

“The Olive Oil Sommelier Association of Japan” and its logo, “OLIVE JAPAN” and its logo, and “Olive 

Oil Sommelier” are all the authorized trademarks registered. The Olive Oil Sommelier Association 

of Japan holds any rights for those names and trademarks. 

Olive oil is now very familiar, even ubiquitous, but it remains somewhat mysterious.
We have made it our mission to acquire a deeper knowledge—a systematic trove of academic
information as well as a thorough hands-on, practical familiarity with this widely-used food oil—
and to share our knowledge and ideas with others.

Our mission extends further: we aim to send those we teach out into communities, businesses, and
public media to educate and advise others in their turn. To this end, we have established a study
program and certification scheme. Those who have successfully completed our course and
examination are capable of bringing the world of olive oil to others, to broaden and enrich the
gastronomic experience, whether it may be in professional food services or private homes.

In pursuing our mission, we have determined that we should evaluate olive oil and other premium
oils impartially, purely on their own merits, and that we should share our views and information
publicly without being constrained by affiliation to any particular producer or region. We believe
also that the Olive Oil Sommeliers we certify will be better able to contribute in a wide variety of
professional and educational endeavors if they also subscribe to this policy.

It is my sincere wish that you will support our mission and policy, as well as the activities of this
association and the Olive Oil Sommeliers that we train.

Toshiya Tada, Chairman

The Olive Oil Sommelier Association of JAPAN (OSAJ)

ORGANIZER PROFILE and ITS MISSION

http://www.oliveoil.or.jp/
mailto:info@oliveoil.or.jp
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Event Organizer:   The Olive Oil Sommelier Association of JAPAN (OSAJ)

Chairman:  TOSHIYA TADA ( Chairman of OSAJ )

Secretary: TOMOMI ENDO ( Director of OSAJ )

Event Producer: NORIHISA YOTSUMOTO ( MASSIVE, Director )

Art Work:  KUMIKO HIRAO

Web Design: HIDEKI YAZAKI ( Interminds Inc., President )

Official Photographer: JUN ASHIYA, MIYA IGARASHI (Courtesy of Shogakukan)

Construction: HIROYUKI NUNO ( FUJIYA Inc, Director )

Management Support:  SEIKO FUNAHASHI ( YOUR SUPPORT SERVICE, President )        

Olive Ambassador 2017:  YUKA  ITAYA ( Actress, AMUSE Co., Ltd.)

Olive Oil Guy:  OSAMU JINGUJI  ( Musician, REMIOROMEN OOLONG-SYA Co., Ltd. )

Olive Oil Sommelier Presenter:  NAKO UMEKITA, KAORI YAMATO, ERIKO AMANO 

NORIO ICHIMARU, KEN NAKAJIMA

Cooking Demonstration:   YOSHIAKI TANAKA (AJIRU TEI), YURIE HONDA (addu mamma)

MARYBETH BOLLER (Former chef for Ambassador Kennedy)                

Musicians:  YUUMI, unistyle with HIRONOSUKE SATO(pf) and SHINGO KUJIME (gt)

OSAMU JINGUJI BAND (vo. maaayo, SHINGO KUJIME, OSAMU JINGUJI )

Opera Singer: DAVID RAKONCAJ (tn) with AYAKA MEIWA (pf) 

Script: TOMOMI ENDO, NORIHISA YOTSUMOTO

Stage Master of Ceremony: AKIKO TSUCHIGAMI ( Announcer/TV Caster, Up Front Inc,)

Public Relations:  TOSHIYA TADA  ( Chairman of OSAJ )

Volunteer Staff:  YUKI YAMAMOTO, KUMIKO ARAI, KAZUYO GOMI, YUKIYO WATANABE,  MARI FUJII,

TOMOKO YOSHIDA, YOSHIKO MARUYAMA,  YUKO MATSUMOTO, ERIKO AMANO, AKIKO UCHIYAMA

Guard/Secutity:  KAZUKI SHIBUYA  ( TOKYU COMMUNITY Ltd. )

Staging Partner:  MUNEHIKO SHIBUYA  ( Futako Tamagawa RISE, Director )

YOSHIMASA TOGOU, SATOSHI TACHIHARA, MASANORI IWAGAMI, TOSHIYUKI MINETA (RISE )

Special Thanks to:  Tokyu Railway Company, Tokyu Store, Courtyard Marriott Ginza Tokyo Hotel, 

IDEA Factory, EXTRA VIRGIN ALLIANCE, NOBLEZA DEL SUR

OLIVE JAPAN® 2017 International Extra Virgin Olive Oil Competition

Chairman/ General Steward:  TOSHIYA TADA ( Chairman of OSAJ )

Chief Secretary:  TOMOMI ENDO ( Director of OSAJ )

Judge Master:   ALEXANDRA KICENIK DEVARENNE ( Calathena, EVA )

Entry Management:  SEIKO FUNAHASHI  (Your Support Services, President )

Judges: ALEXANDRA KICENIK DEVARENNE, AGUSTI ROMERO,  LUCIANA SQUADRILLI,

MARGARET EDWARDS, DEBORAH ROGERS, POLYCHRONOPOULOS LYKOURGOS, 

MARIA ELINA BUFFA, JOHNNY MADGE, ENRIQUE GARCIA-TENORIO, RICHARD WOLNY, 

FRANCESCA ROCCHI, MARIEM GHARSALLAOUI, ABDERAOUF EL ANTARI, 

DUCCIO MOROZZO della ROCCA, NANCY LILLY, MARIA LUZ HURTADO, DILSEN OKTAY, 

ISABELLA OKIS, TRUDIE MICHELS, YOSHIHISA INAGE,  NAKO UMEKITA

SEKIYO MIZUNO, KEIKO NAOI, TAKEYASU KUBOTA

Technical Support:  EXTRA VIRGIN ALLIANCE / PAUL MILLER

Awards Ceremony: YUKA ITAYA, Awards Presenter/AKIKO TSUCHIGAMI, Master of Ceremony

Awards Certificate Design:  KEIKO MATSUDA  ( Painter )

Special Thanks to： CHIYOMI  MATSUMOTO / Courtyard Marriott Ginza Tokyo Hotel

Sun Farm, Massive, Fujiya, Courtyard Marriott Ginza Tokyo Hotel, IDEA FACTORY

DIRECTORY
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Will See you in OLIVE JAPAN® 2018！

OLIVE JAPAN competition: Deadline for Entry = April 12, 2018
Special Sensory Seminar: April 21

OLIVE JAPAN SHOW 2018  is on June 8, 9 and 10！
(formally known as “Olive Marche” changed to “OLIVE JAPAN SHOW” expanding 

for 3 days tradeshow. )


